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President’s Message
Thomas Kendell

The days are longer now and we can feel the warmth 
of the sun as we walk outdoors. Many of us have been 
browsing through our seed catalogues to see what we 
can plant in our gardens this summer. There are some 
cool weather crops that are frost tolerant that we can 
plant in order to get an early start on the growing season. 
In Central Newfoundland our last frost date is the 
middle of June so our warm weather crops cannot be put 
outside until after that date. 

Since my last message to you in December 2012, I have 
had the opportunity to visit Con-Tri Division to attend 
their Christmas dinner and dance and bring greetings 
on behalf of your Association. My wife and I stayed 
at a lovely B&B in Salmon Cove and the scenery and 
hospitality were second to none in this province. I met 
a number of retired teachers who retired from Central 
Division but now reside in the Carbonear area. I would 
like to express my sincere thanks to Albert Legge, 
president of Con-Tri Division and Don Case, provincial 
executive member and all Con-Tri Division members for 
their great hospitality. It was a trip that I will never forget!  

The provincial executive held an executive meeting 
in Grand Falls-Windsor from April 17-19, 2013 at 
the Mount Peyton Hotel. At that time all the Division 
Presidents joined us and gave a short oral report on 
their activities and voiced to the Provincial Association 
any concerns that they had. We continue to be a 
member of the Coalition of Pensioners, Retirees and 

Seniors Organizations. Con-Tri hosted a meeting of 
this organization in March 2013. The Coalition has 
identified a number of issues of concern to older persons 
and public sector pensioners – mainly health care, long 
term care, affordable housing and elder homelessness, 
pharmacare, pension indexation, defined benefits 
pensions and others. After considerable discussion, it 
was agreed that the Coalition would focus this year on 
two areas: long term care and affordable housing and 
elder homelessness. Don Case and Doreen Noseworthy 
are our representatives on this Coalition. 

In April I attended the NLTA Convention and BGM to 
bring greetings to the delegates on behalf of RTANL. 
This was an opportunity for me to highlight the activities 
of our Association to active teachers and hopefully they 
will become a part of our great organization in their 
retirement. 

Vice-President Doreen Noseworthy and I are scheduled 
to travel to Ottawa from May 31 to June 3, 2013 to 
attend the annual general meeting of our national 
organization ACER-CART. ACER is the Francophone 
acronym and CART is the Anglicized acronym for 
Canadian Association of Retired Teachers. ACER-
CART provides an excellent opportunity for retired 
teacher organizations to come together and address 
issues common to all retired teachers across the country. 

RTANL has a link to the NLTA website. Go to www.
nlta.ca, click on Links and scroll down to Retired 
Teachers’ Association of NL. There you will see contact 
information for the President, the Foundation and 
Presidents of the various Divisions and Regionals. We 
have posted photos and video clips of highlights from 
the Biennial Provincial Conference 2012 (BGM). If you 
did not attend, there is an opportunity for you to view 
it online. Our Association and Foundation Newsletters, 
Executive Handbook, Membership Form, Constitution 
and By-Laws are all there. As you look forward to the 
coming months I would like to wish you all a great 
spring and a wonderful summer. Let us hope that we 
will have a summer like last year so that we can enjoy 
the many interesting things that we do in retirement.

President Tom Kendell and his wife attend Con-Tri 
Division’s Christmas dinner and dance in December 2012.

http://www.nlta.ca
http://www.nlta.ca
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NEWS & VIEWS 
Avalon East Division
Betty Lou Kennedy

Spring has sprung. The grass has riz. I wonder where 
the birdies is? I haven’t seen a single robin yet. When 
I started this report I hadn’t seen any birdies but a few 
days later there were two Canada geese in Clarenville, 
heading home. Hope this is a good sign. As a matter 
of fact, I was wondering if spring was going to arrive 
at all this year. We’ll continue to be hopeful that we 
will have sunshine soon. Some of the bulbs, especially 
the croci, are peeping their heads out. We are looking 
forward to the opportunity to get outside to walk, run, 
ride our bikes and do some gardening. 

It is quite amazing how quickly this RTANL year has 
gone. We have hosted many successful events that 
were well attended. We had record numbers at our 
Octoberfest and Christmas events. We had a guest 
speaker at Octoberfest in the name of Dave Rudofsky 
who spoke about staying well in the retirement years. 
Thanks Dave for inspiring us to take ownership of our 
emotional and physical well being. The Christmas 
Dinner and Craft fair were very successful. We had 
many varied booths and people attending were very 
complimentary of the food, crafts and entertainment. 
Thanks again to our social committee for the great 
planning. Thanks to Doreen for the entertainment.

Winter Fun Day held on February 18 at Bally Haly 
Golf and Country Club was truly a success with 
more than 100 attendees. We also included a “Learn 
Something New” session with Carmel Strong, one of 
our Social Committee members, presenting a really 
interesting and fun filled wreath making session. She 
instructed how to make wreaths for various seasons 
and occasions. This event was very well attended 
and the wreaths demonstrated made fabulous prizes. 
Thanks Carmel. Great job.

Although we had a wonderful day we would like to 
increase our numbers. We will be reviewing our plans to 
come up with some new ideas while keeping our usual 
winning ones in place. If you have any suggestions 
please contact one of our executive members. We also 
wish to thank Pat Ryan, a loyal and generous member, 
for her donation of a framed print which raised $389.00 
for the Retired Teachers’ Foundation.

Our Outdoor Fun Day in Pippy Park coordinated by 
Mary Holloway was also very successful. The weather 
cooperated beautifully and we had the city of St. 
John’s offering snow-shoeing and cross-country skiing, 
followed by refreshments. We wish to express a very 
sincere thank you to Mary for her continued support in 
organizing several of our events throughout the year.

Our Visitation Committee has been very busy this year 
visiting and sending cards to members who are ill or 
infirmed. Sharon and Gloria have been truly faithful 
to this. They also send cards and make visits to the 
funeral homes and attend funerals of our deceased 
members. Thank you Sharon, Gloria and Denise for 
this very important service.

Mid year meetings of the Provincial Executive of 
the RTANL took place in mid April in Grand Falls-
Windsor and Doreen Noseworthy attended on behalf of 
our Division. 

Plans are well underway for our next two and final 
social functions for this year. The yearly BBQ and 
Dance will be held on Friday, May 31 at the Shriner’s 
Club on Topsail Road. This year we will have a 
rollicking good time as usual and have a live band to 
boot. The Instigators will play for our dance. So get 
your dancing shoes ready and come and enjoy the fun. 
Our usual delicious dinner will be served and we will 
have lovely prizes. 

Our final social and business event for the year will 
be our Annual General Meeting which will be held on 
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June 12, 2013 at Bally Haly Golf and Country Club on 
Logy Bay Road.

Bonavista Division
Harold Tremblett

As I write this report it is still winter. Winter arrived 
on the Bonavista Peninsula in mid-January and 
wasted little time in delivering a long parade of winter 
storms. This year’s serving of winter has been severe, 
and concerns about the weather seem to dominate 
the conversations of everyone, regardless of age, 
occupation, or interest. Many events, including some 
of ours, have had to be cancelled or re-scheduled due 
to nature’s unpleasantness. This included an executive 
meeting that had to be scheduled twice, and a general 
meeting that had to be scheduled three times. Sinclair 
Lewis once wrote that “Winter is not a season, it’s 
an occupation,” and it seems clear what he meant. 
However, Hal Borland, in his writings, seemed more 
optimistic when he wrote: “No winter lasts forever; no 
spring skips its turn.” Of course spring brings renewed 
hope, anticipation, and excitement. Mark Twain seems 
to have expressed this excitement best when, in Chapter 
One of Tom Sawyer, Detective he had his storyteller 
character, Huck Finn, express it this way: “It’s spring 
fever…That is what the name of it is…and when you 
got it, you want – oh, you can’t quite know what it is 
you want, but it just fairly makes your heart ache, you 
want it so!…you want to get away; get away from the 
same old tedious things you’re so used to seeing and so 
tired of, and see something new.” By the time you read 
this it will be spring – hopefully with pleasant weather.

The events planned by our executive during the fall of 
2012 proceeded with relative fluidity. Two executive 
meetings, one general meeting, and a Christmas Social 
were all successfully held as planned. Our executive 
met at Linda Hicks’ house in Catalina on October 17 

and at Beverly Fisher’s house on November 29 to plan 
and discuss matters pertinent to our Division. Our 
first general meeting, held at the Recreation Centre 
in Elliston on November 5, featured presentations by 
Myrtle Stagg and Calvin Hayley on how volunteers 
can revive a community. Elliston is a small town on 
the Bonavista Peninsula, and it has become a model 
for how a small town can revitalize itself by the 
citizens coming together, volunteering their time, and 
planning events that benefit the town’s economic, 
social, and political well being. The presenters 
discussed many successful undertakings, the latest 
being the Sealers’ Memorial, that have helped Elliston 
emerge to become a prominent tourist destination on 
the Bonavista Peninsula. Our annual Christmas Social 
was held at Skipper’s Restaurant in Bonavista on 
December 6. Approximately fifty members and guests 
attended to enjoy a delicious Christmas Dinner and 
be entertained by the music and singing of one of our 
most talented members, Gordon Fudge.

Fluidity did not apply to some of our events planned 
for the winter months of 2013. Our executive meeting, 
planned for Harold’s house on February 11, was 
eventually held on February 19, a postponement due 
to stormy weather. Our second general meeting was 
held on February 25 after winter storms put an end 
to our plans for February 4 and February 21. The 
February 25 meeting was held at the College of the 
North Atlantic and featured a presentation by John 
Norman, Chair of the Bonavista Peninsula Dialysis 
Committee. This committee has been formed to raise 
money to obtain a much needed dialysis machine for 
the Bonavista Hospital.

On January 31, our oldest member, Wilson Harris of 
Catalina, celebrated his 93rd birthday. Open house 
was held all day at his home so four of our members 
– Calvin Boyce, Linda Hicks, Theresa White and 
Harold Tremblett – got together and visited him to 

Members at the Christmas Social.
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bring greetings on behalf of our Division. At his house 
we were shown a collection of journals that Mr. Harris 
had kept for many, many years, and we read some of 
the entries and learned much about the past as Mr. 
Harris perceived it at the time of each entry.

Some of our members continue to attend weekly 
curling sessions at the Bonavista Stadium on Thursday 
mornings, and this activity is always a fun-filled event 
for those involved. From our members who curl, we 
selected two teams to participate in the annual Curling 
Funspiel on the weekend of March 9-10. Other 
members are always welcome to join our curling 
sessions from November to April each year.

Central Division
Thomas Kendell

Spring is finally here after a few cold winter months 
and we look forward to the long days and the warm 
months ahead. Many of us enjoy gardening so we 
are looking through our seed catalogues to see what 
we can plant this year. Hopefully we will have a nice 
summer and a productive growing season like last year. 

Our Division held an executive meeting on April 10 

with a regular meeting on April 24 in Gander. During 
the year we have five executive meetings and five 
general meetings with a banquet in June. This year 
will be our 33rd year for our annual dinner and dance 
which will be held at Hotel Gander. 

In January 2013 we published Volume 29 of our 
newsletter Cornucopia. This newsletter goes out to 
all retired teachers in Central Newfoundland. This 
year it was dedicated to Mrs. Millicent Harris, from 
Glovertown, who became our first and only person 
from Central Division to have reached the grand 
milestone of 100 years of age. This issue highlighted 
the many contributions that Mrs. Harris has made to 
the teaching profession and also to her community. 
I would like to express our Division’s thanks and 
appreciation to Calvin Wheeler from Botwood for all 
the work that he does in compiling the Cornucopia. 
It demands a lot of time and dedication on Calvin’s 
behalf as he does this all by himself. The Cornucopia 
is available online through the RTANL link on the 
NLTA website at www.nlta.nl.ca. 

We still have a number of Tales Told by Teachers, Vol. 
I and Vol. II available through our Central executive 
at $10.00 for members and $12.95 for non-members. 
Please contact any member of the executive if you are 
interested in purchasing a copy or a set. 

(l-r) Harold Tremblett, Wilson Harris, Linda Hicks, Theresa 
White & Calvin Boyce – Mr. Harris’ 93rd Birthday.

Members at the Dialysis Meeting at CNA.

http://www.nlta.nl.ca
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Some of our colleagues will soon be returning from 
their vacation in Florida after being away for the 
winter so we are looking forward to our upcoming 
meetings and to renewing new friendships and 
acquaintances after the long Winter break. 

Coast of Bays
Bridget Kelly

The Coast of Bays RTANL annual meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, May 14, 2013. The main topics on 
the agenda include the election of officers for this 
current year, discussion and ratification of our Con-
stitution and By-Laws, a Report from the April 18 
Division Presidents’ Meeting in Grand Falls, lunch 
and socializing.

As the currently serving President of the Coast of 
Bays Division, I attended the Divisional Presidents’ 
meeting in Grand Falls on April 18, 2013. Lots of 
ideas were shared from all of the divisions and it was 
a wonderful opportunity to be exposed to what other 
Divisions were finding to be a success among their 
retired teachers. This event was a most enjoyable 
experience and I would recommend it to anyone for 
its information as well as the camaraderie. Thanks to 
President Tom Kendell and his team for organizing it 
and making all of us feel so welcome.

Con-Tri Division
Don Case

“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a battle.”

Greetings to all from the Con-Tri Division. We held 
our Annual Christmas Banquet with the Provincial 
President, Tom Kendell in attendance. We are so glad 
that Tom was able to spend some time with us as we 
gathered at Fong’s for a wonderful meal and dance.

With great sadness we learned that on February 27 our 
Immediate Past President, Jennifer Babb, passed away 
after a courageous struggle with cancer. Jennifer led 
our division for a number of years. She will be sadly 
missed. The funeral service took place in St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Harbour Grace, where an honour 
guard was provided by retired teachers.

On Friday, March 1, 2013, the Con-Tri Division 
sponsored the meeting of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Coalition of Pensioners, Retirees, and 
Seniors Organization (CPRSO) at the Emmaus House 
Cafe, South River. 
Our President, Albert 
Legge, welcomed 
everyone to the area. 
He indicated that 
this was our way of 
supporting the CPRSO 
for the great work they 
are doing. Among 
the accomplishments 
at the meeting were 
more signatures added 
to our new charter 
and the discussion of 
upcoming media plans.

The following are 
dates that we wish for 
members to take note : 
September 5, 2013 – Not Back to School Walk 
October 10, 2013 – Executive Meeting 
October 17, 2013 – General Meeting 
November 14, 2013 – General Meeting 
November 26, 2013 – Christmas Banquet

Scholarship Winners for 2012: 
Kristen Baker (Carbonear Collegiate) 
Matthew Blundon (Baccalieu Collegiate) 
Travis Jones (Ascension Collegiate) 
Jenna Paul (Crescent Collegiate)

In the Autumn of 2012 our annual donations of $500 
each were made to both the Trinity Conception Health 
Foundation and the Retired Teachers’ Foundation. 
It is the opinion of the membership that both are 
very worthwhile charities. Our RTF last year (2012) 
donated a total of $22,000 to a variety of children’s 
charities such as the Autism Society and the 
Candlelighters, to name just two. (The complete list 
was published in the RTANL Newsletter, December 
2012).

RTANL President Thomas Kendell 
and Con-Tri VP Isabella Cole

President Albert Legge making a presentation to Rose 
Andrews for the Ghana School
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At the 43rd Annual Kiwanis Music Festival, the Con-
Tri Division awarded inscribed shields and $100 each 
for the best Primary and Immediate choirs. This year’s 
winners were Harbour Grace Primary and St. Francis’ 
Songsters. 

Our president, Albert Legge, attended the Provincial 
Executive Meeting in Grand Falls-Windsor on April 
18-19, 2013. Some interesting discussion took place 
which will be mentioned in Albert’s report at May’s 
meeting.

Have a Safe and Happy Summer! 

Western Division
Francis Reardon

Greetings from Western Division. I trust that all are 
glad to see the last of the snow, the arrival of the song 
birds and the greening of nature. 

Since I missed the BGM 2012, I now want to 
congratulate our president, Thomas Kendell, who is 
a wonderful leader. Thanks also to our past president, 
Geraldine Wall, for all the support she has given me 
over the years and for the fabulous leadership she 
provided. Both of these people are true treasures and 
we are blessed to have them. All the people that I have 
met through the RTANL are very dedicated and kind. 
We often do not acknowledge the tremendous amount 
of work that they do. 

We have had a busy but rewarding term at Western 
Division. As usual, our Christmas dinner and dance 
was exciting and well attended. I wish we could have 
more guests from the outlying areas. But, as we are 
the largest geographical division, travel is a major 
issue. 

This year our contribution to the school breakfast 
program was presented to H. G. Fillier Academy 
at Englee. I thank the teachers and students for my 
enjoyable visit with them.

Our retired teachers are very active in their 
communities as volunteers with many organizations. 
One said to me, “I don’t know how I found the time 
to work”. We have volunteers at hospitals, retirement 
complexes, long term care centres, music festivals, 
pastoral care, service organizations and the list 
continues. The monetary value of all those selfless 
hours must be staggering. 

Last fall we hosted a lunch for the people in our area 
who have served on phone committees and visited 
where needed, etc. It was a huge success and was well 
appreciated by those who attended.

Each year we are invited to speak to retiring teachers 
at Deer Lake, Corner Brook, and Stephenville. 
These are always great events and we appreciate the 
invitations.

Alma Kelly and her team at the Labrador City/
Wabush Regional are doing a fantastic job. They 
certainly make my work easier. I thank all our contact 
people across the division who put in so much time 
maintaining communication with members I cannot 
visit. At a recent meeting our Communications 
Officer, Emily Mullett, said, “I am not hearing much 
from our contacts these days.” I take that as a sign of 
good health of our retirees and I hope it continues.

On May 6, 2013 we held our Spring General Meeting 
and Luncheon at Deer Lake with many guests in 
attendance.

Have a wonderful and restful summer everyone.

Joyce Roberts presents Oscar Parsons his 90 plus 
Certificate
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Retired Teachers’ Foundation
Newfoundland and Labrador Retired Teachers’ Foundation  
Receives the Canadian Diabetes Association’s  
Outstanding Regional Partnership Award for 2013
Anita Finn

On April 23, 2013, the Canadian Diabetes Association 
presented the Newfoundland and Labrador Retired 
Teachers’ Foundation with the “Outstanding Regional 
Partnership Award” for 2013.

During the past 14 years the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Retired Teachers’ Foundation has donated 
$18,000 towards “Camp Douwanna”, a summer camp 
for children with diabetes. At the camp children learn 
the value of a healthy lifestyle, how to take care of 
their medication, how to have a good self-image and 
to enjoy themselves with other children in a similar 
situation. During the presentation of awards, it was 
evident that the young adults who spoke, had also 
learned many leadership skills.

Mark developed diabetes at an early age and attended 
“Camp Douwanna”. He now volunteers for the 
Canadian Diabetes Association and has become a 
camp counsellor. Andrew is also a volunteer for the 
Canadian Diabetes Association. He too received the 
benefit of attending “Camp Douwanna”.

During the presentation of the awards, the value of 
the work done by the volunteers and the value of our 
donation was highlighted.

The awards presentations concluded with a delicious 
lunch. 

Many thanks to Felicia, Debbie, Carol Ann and Wendy 
for your dedicated work on our behalf.

Division Presidents
Avalon East Division:
Betty Lou Kennedy
7 Casino Place, St. John’s, NL  A1A 3X3 
(709) 754-0784, bettylou.kennedy@gmail.com

Bonavista Division:
Beverley Fisher
P.O. Box 503, Bonavista, NL  A0C 1B0  
(709) 468-2827, bev.fisher@hotmail.com

Burin Division:
Nadine Croucher
P.O. Box 46, Burin Bay Arm, NL A0E 1G0  
(709) 891-2444, nadinecroucher@hotmail.com

Central Division:
Thomas Kendell
75 Southcott Dr., Grand Falls-Windsor, NL  A2A 2P2  
(709) 489-2929, tkendell@nf.sympatico.ca

Coast of Bays Division:
Bridget Kelly
P.O. Box 60, R.R. #1, St. Alban’s, NL  A0H 2E0 
(709) 538-3244, bridgethkelly@gmail.com

Con-Tri Division:
Albert Legge
59 Main Road, Whiteway, NL  A0B 3L0
(709) 588-2368, a.legge@eastlink.ca

Western Division:
Francis Reardon
39 Greenings Hill, Corner Brook, NL  A2H 4J6 
(709) 634-3973, francis.reardon@nf.sympatico.ca

Division Presidents (l-r): Francis Reardon (Western); 
Beverley Fisher (Bonavista); Albert Legge (Con-Tri); Bridget 
Kelly (Coast of Bays); Nadine Croucher (Burin); Thomas 
Kendell (Central and RTANL President); Missing from 
photo: Betty Lou Kennedy (Avalon East)

mailto:bettylou.kennedy@gmail.com
mailto:bev.fisher@hotmail.com
mailto:nadinecroucher@hotmail.com
mailto:tkendell@nf.sympatico.ca
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mailto:francis.reardon@nf.sympatico.ca
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Association canadienne des enseignantes et des enseignants retraités
Canadian Association of Retired Teachers

December 20, 2012

The Right Honorable Stephen Harper 
Prime Minister of Canada

Dear Prime Minister:

The Canadian Association of Retired Teachers ( ACER-CART ) has, by resolution, instructed me to write your 

office on behalf of the 127,000 retired teachers it represents to express concern on a number of health related 

issues. I will attempt to be brief, but wish to add that we are available to provide further information and/or 

clarification should you require same.

The first recommendation would see the appointment of a National Medicare Oversight Council. This Council, 

independent of Government, would monitor the implementation and maintenance of national standards of health 

services provided under the Canada Health Act, and where advisable, propose necessary changes.

The second recommendation would complement the first and assure the implementation of national standards. 

This would see the Federal Government make transfer of health care funds contingent upon assurances from the 

provinces and territories that such funding be used to support the provisions of the Canada Health Act.

The other areas of concern deal with the need of a comprehensive national pharmacare program and a national 

pharmaceutical formulary. While initial talks and discussion may have taken place, little information re 

possible progress has been forthcoming. We urge and encourage provincial and territorial governments to 

work cooperatively with you to make this a reality. The potential savings of millions of dollars could then be 

channeled into other needed areas of health improvement.

If we can offer any assistance or clarification do not hesitate to contact us.

 Yours truly,

 Thomas Gaskell 
President 

President Dr. Thomas Gaskell, Président, 59 Rendell Drive, Little Bras d’Or, NS, B1Y 2Y7,  
(902) 736-1267 gaskelltag@hotmail.com

The following is a letter sent to Prime Minister Stephen Harper in December 2012 
on behalf of the 127,000 retired teachers represented by ACER-CART.

mailto:gaskelltag@hotmail.com
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A Story of Hope
Author Unknown

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same 
hospital room. One man was allowed to sit up in his 
bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain the fluid 
from his lungs. His bed was next to the room’s only 
window. The other man had to spend all his time flat 
on his back. The men talked for hours on end. They 
spoke of their wives and families, their homes, their 
jobs, their involvement in the military service, where 
they had been on vacation. And every afternoon when 
the man in the bed by the window could sit up, he 
would pass the time by describing to his roommate 
all the things he could see outside the window. The 
man in the other bed began to live for those one-
hour periods where his world would be broadened 
and enlivened by all the activity and color of the 
world outside. The window overlooked a park with 
a lovely lake. Ducks and swans played on the water 
while children sailed their model boats. Young lovers 
walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color of 
the rainbow. Grand old trees graced the landscape, 
and a fine view of the city skyline could be seen in 
the distance. As the man by the window described 
all this in exquisite detail, the man on the other side 
of the room would close his eyes and imagine the 
picturesque scene. One warm afternoon the man by 
the window described a parade passing by. Although 
the other man couldn’t hear the band, he could see 
it in his mind’s eye as the gentleman by the window 
portrayed it with descriptive words. Days and weeks 
passed. One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring 
water for their baths only to find the lifeless body of 
the man by the window, who had died peacefully in 
his sleep. She was saddened and called the hospital 
attendants to take the body away. 

As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man 
asked if he could be moved next to the window. The 
nurse was happy to make the switch, and after making 
sure he was comfortable, she left him alone. Slowly, 
painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take 
his first look at the world outside. Finally, he would 
have the joy of seeing it for himself. He strained to 
slowly turn to look out the window beside the bed. 
It faced a blank wall. The man asked the nurse what 
could have compelled his deceased roommate who 
had described such wonderful things outside this 
window. The nurse responded that the man was blind 
and could not even see the wall. She said, “Perhaps he 
just wanted to encourage you.” 

Epilogue: There is tremendous happiness in making 
others happy, despite our own situations. Shared 
grief is half the sorrow, but happiness when shared, 
is doubled. If you want to feel rich, just count all of 
the things you have that money can’t buy. “Today is a 
gift, that’s why it is called the present.”

Tales Told By Teachers
Vols. I & II

Need a great gift idea  
(birthday, Christmas, retirement)?  

This is it!

And what a bargain: only $12.95 retail but special price of 
$10.00 for retired and active teachers*! 

(*plus postage where applicable)

Contains stories, poems, amusing anecdotes –  
recalled by retired teachers: “tales out of school”  
to make you laugh or cry – nostalgia at its best!

Volumes I and II were published by the Retired Teachers’ 
Association of Newfoundland and Labrador:  

Volume I in 1998 and Volume II in August 2010.

Order by phone, e-mail or post:
Clayton Rice: clayton@warp.nfld.net; (709) 782-8914

Thomas Kendell: tkendell@nf.sympatico.ca; (709) 489-2929

Don White: don.white01@bellaliant.net; (709) 368-7269

RTANL, 3 Kenmount Road, St. John’s, NL  A1B 1W1

Letter Box
Letter Box – allows our members to contribute to this 
newsletter. We are pleased that many of our members 
continue to respond with articles, stories, and letters 
and we look forward to receiving many more.

Please send your submissions (preferably in electronic 
form) to Don White, don.white01@bellaliant.net or 
76 Glendale Avenue, Mount Pearl, A1N 1N6 prior to 
October 15 for the Fall edition and prior to March 15 
for the Spring edition.

The Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit 
all submissions.

mailto:don.white01@bellaliant.net
mailto:clayton@warp.nfld.net
mailto:tkendell@nf.sympatico.ca
mailto:don.white01@bellaliant.net


RTANL Newsletter  11  June 2013

Red Marbles
W.E. Petersen

During the waning years of the Depression in a small 
southeastern Idaho community, I used to stop by Mr. 
Miller’s roadside stand for farm-fresh produce as the 
season made it available. Food and money were still 
extremely scarce and bartering was used extensively. 
One particular day, Mr. Miller was bagging some early 
potatoes for me. I noticed a small boy, delicate of bone 
and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily appraising 
a basket of freshly picked green peas. I paid for my 
potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh green 
peas. I am a pushover for creamed peas and new potatoes. 
Pondering the peas, I couldn’t help overhearing the 
conversation between Mr. Miller and the ragged boy next 
to me. 

“Hello Barry, how are you today?” 

“Hello, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus’ admirin’ them 
peas…sure look good.”  

“They are good, Barry. How’s your Ma?” 

“Fine. Gittin’ stronger alla’time.” 

“Good. Anything I can help you with “

“No, Sir. Jus’ admirin’ them peas.” 

“Would you like to take some home?”

“No, Sir. Got nuthin’ to pay for ‘em with.” 

“Well, what have you to trade me for some of those 
peas?”  

“All I got’s my prize aggie, best taw around here.” 

“Is that right? Let me see it.” 

“Here ‘tis. She’s a dandy.” 

“I can see that. Hmmmm, only thing is this one is blue 
and I sort of go for red. Do you have a red one like this at 
home?”  

“Not ‘zackley .....but, almost.” 

“Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and 
next trip this way let me look at that red taw.”  

“Sure will. Thanks, Mr. Miller.” 

Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to 
help me. With a smile she said, “There are two other boys 
like him in our community. All three are in very poor 
circumstances. Jim just loves to bargain with them for 
peas, apples, tomatoes or whatever. When they come back 
with their red marbles, and they always do, he decides 
he doesn’t like red after all and he sends them home with 

a bag of produce for a green marble, or an orange one, 
perhaps.”  

I left the stand, smiling to myself, impressed with this 
man. 

A short time later I moved to Utah, but I never forgot the 
story of this man, the boys and their bartering. 

Several years went by, each more rapid than the previous 
one. Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends 
in that Idaho community, and while I was there, I learned 
that Mr. Miller had just died. They were having his 
viewing that evening and knowing my friends wanted to 
go, I agreed to accompany them. 

Upon our arrival at the mortuary, we got into line to meet 
the relatives of the deceased and to offer whatever words 
of comfort we could. Ahead of us in line were three 
young men. One was in an Army uniform and the other 
two had short haircuts, wore dark suits and white shirts, 
looking like potential or returned missionaries. They 
approached Mrs. Miller, standing smiling and looking 
composed, by her husband’s casket. Each of the young 
men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke briefly 
with her and moved on to the casket. Her misty light 
blue eyes followed them as, one by one, each young man 
stopped briefly and placed his own warm hand over the 
cold pale hand in the casket. Each young man left the 
mortuary, awkwardly, and wiping his eyes. 

Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her who I 
was and mentioned the story she had told me about the 
marbles. Eyes glistening, she took my hand and led me 
to the casket. “This is an amazing coincidence,” she said. 
“Those three young men that just left, were the boys I 
told you about. They just told me how they appreciated 
the things Jim “traded” them. Now, at last, when Jim 
could not change his mind about color or size, they came 
to pay their debt. We’ve never had a great deal of the 
wealth of this world,” she confided, “but, right now, Jim 
would have considered himself the richest man in Idaho.” 

With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of 
her deceased husband. Resting underneath were three 
magnificently shiny, red marbles.
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MEMBERSHIP CARD BENEFITS
1.	� Ultramar Home Heating Centres: 3 cents off  a 

liter of  home heating fuel and 10% off  the furnace 
insurance plan. (Note: Clients in areas of the 
Province that are served by an Ultramar Agent are 
offered this discount. However, in areas served by 
an Authorized Branded Distributor (ABD), these 
discounts do not apply).

2.	� The Paint Shop: 10% off  all regularly priced items, 
except floor coverings.

3.	� Jennifer’s of  Newfoundland in Corner Brook: 10% 
off  all evening meals and 10% off  all regularly priced 
items in the gift shop.

4.	� Notre Dame Castle Building Centre in Corner 
Brook: 10% off  all regularly priced items and 5% off  
lumber.

5.	� Roberts’ Artistic Electronic Creations in 
Bareneed: 10% off  all regularly priced items.

6.	� Roberts’ Sleepy Hollow B&B in Clarkes Beach: 10% 
discount.

7.	� Movies and Music Plus in Carbonear and Music Plus 
in Bay Roberts: 10% discount.

8.	 �Fine Things Jewelry in Clarenville: 10% discount off  
regularly priced items.

(You must show your RTANL  
Membership Card to “reap the benefits”.)

Note: All members are reminded to shop around for 
best prices. Pharmacies charge varying dispensing 
fees. If you live in an area where more than one phar-
macy operates, it might be worth your while to check 
such fees. It is impossible for the editors of this News-
letter to publish details for all areas of the province so 
members, be vigilant.

At the September 2012 meeting of  the NLTA 
Provincial Executive Council, the following motion 
was passed: “That ALL members of  the NLTA (Life, 
Associate, Honorary and Active) be provided access 
to the Teacher Discount List.”

We are pleased to advise you that the Teacher 
Discount List can be accessed on the RTANL Link on 
the NLTA website (www.nlta.nl.ca). Go to Links, R for 
Retired Teachers’ Association, and then click “Retired 
Teachers’ Discount List”.

Are you interested in becoming 
involved  in the community and 

helping those in need?

The Association for New Canadians  
is currently recruiting volunteer tutors  
and conversation partners for adults,  

youth and children. 

Interested? Need more 
information?

Contact Amy at  
ancvolunteer@nfld.net  

or 709-722-0921.

France and 
Spain 2014

Do you LOVE to travel? 
Then you will want to take a  

look at the following link! 

I am looking for 30-35 people to fill a 
motorcoach for a 12 day tour of France and 

Barcelona, Spain, May 22-June 2, 2014. 

Payment plan options available. 

Tour includes Beaumont Hamel, the Mona Lisa, 
a troglodyte village, castles and MUCH more!

Check out the details at 
www.explorica.ca/Perry-9651  

or contact me personally
Gail Perry, 709-728-1959 or 

gail.perry@nl.rogers.com

http://www.nlta.nl.ca
mailto:ancvolunteer@nfld.net
http://www.explorica.ca/Perry-9651
mailto:gail.perry@nl.rogers.com
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THE BRIDAL SALON in Mt. Pearl is currently 

looking for a PROFESSIONAL/MATURE PART-

TIME Formal/Bridal sales consultant. This 

individual must love consulting with clients 

in specialized area of formal/bridal wear. 

We are currently looking for consultant(s) 

who is willing to work 10-20 hours a week 

(Tuesday-Saturday). We are located at 1179 

Topsail Road (or visit us online at www.

thebridalsalon.com); to apply please forward 

your resume attention Tilly Vatcher at 

consultants@thebridalsalon.com 

Prince of Wales Summer School, St. John’s, 1961

How is your memory? Did you attend Probationary 
Summer School in 1961 or know someone who did? 

Might be fun to take a closer look. Good luck!

Some Things To Ponder
• A bargain is something you don’t need at
a price you can’t resist.

• Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is
a fruit; wisdom is not putting it into a fruit 
salad.

• Evening News is where they begin with
“Good Evening” and then proceed to tell 
you why it isn’t.

• If you keep your feet firmly planted on
the ground, you’ll have trouble putting on 
your pants.

• The shinbone is a device for finding
furniture in the dark!

• Why does someone believe you when you
say there are four billion stars, but check 
when you say the paint is wet?

•Why didn’t Noah swat those two
mosquitoes?

http://www.thebridalsalon.com
http://www.thebridalsalon.com
mailto:consultants@thebridalsalon.com


RTANL Newsletter  14  June  2013

REMINDER re DECEASED MEMBERS
Please notify your Division President if you hear that any 
Member in your area has passed away. All Divisions make 
an annual donation to the Retired Teachers’ Foundation in 
memory of their deceased members. Also, your Provincial 
Executive extends sympathy to their families and friends 
through our In Memoriam column, and honours their memory 
as we read their names from the Honour Roll during the 
Church Service portion of our Biennial Reunions. We need 
your help to make sure that every name is included in the In 
Memoriam column and on the Honour Roll.

ADDRESSES • ADDRESSES • ADDRESSES
If  you have a change of  address or know of a retired 
colleague not receiving correspondence from the RTANL, 
please advise your Division President, and RTANL 
Treasurer c/o 3 Kenmount Road, St. John’s NL, A1B 1W1 
or clayton@warp.nfld.net.

We would really like to keep our mailing list up to date so 
that members are informed and we avoid mail returns.
Your cooperation in this matter would be much 
appreciated.

VISITATION
All Divisions have Sick-Visiting Committees. Please 
notify your Division as soon as you hear that any 
member is ailing at home or in the hospital, so that 
visitations can be arranged. Members from other 
Divisions sent to hospital in St. John’s will be visited by 
Avalon East members, if  requested by those Divisions. 
Early notification is essential. Contact person in St. 
John’s: Clayton Rice at 709-782-8914.

Welcome to All New Retirees
We extend a warm welcome to all new members of 
our Association and encourage you to get involved. 
You’ll find participating in Division activities is an 
enjoyable way to begin your retirement, especially 
since so many of your friends are already members.

The Bulletin
To receive a yearly subscription to The Bulletin from 
the NLTA, send your name and mailing address, 
along with a cheque or money order for $18.00 (made 
payable to the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Teachers’ Association) to: Louise King, NLTA Printing 
Services, 3 Kenmount Road, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1W1.

PreferredExtras forRTANL Members

mailto:clayton@warp.nfld.net


RTANL Newsletter  15  June 2013

In Memoriam
We mourn the passing of the following retired teachers and extend sincere sympathy to their families and friends:

Betty Anderson (St. John’s)

Clifford Andrews (St. John’s)

Linda Aitken (Botwood)

 Jennifer Babb (Harbour Grace) 

Patricia Baker (Grand Falls-Windsor) 

Mary Besaw (Highlands)

Irene Martha Bird (Happy Valley-Goose Bay)

 William Brake (Marystown)

Evelyn Campbell (Happy Valley-Goose Bay)

Lester Campbell (Stephenville)

Alma Chapman (Kippens)

Donald Clarke (Corner Brook)

Sr. Joan Coffey (St. John’s)

Frederick Cooze (Gander)

Bridget Costello (Holyrood)

James Cull (St. John’s)

Patricia Cull (Deer Lake)

Stella Devereaux (St. John’s)

Marjorie Downey (Fleur de Lys)

Madelyn Dwyer (Conception Bay South)

Harry Eady (St. John’s)

Frank Edwards (Burin Bay Arm)

Rita Fagan (St. John’s)

Florence C. Gabriel (St. George’s)

Wilson Harris (Catalina)

William Hedderson (Spaniard’s Bay)

William Horwood (L’Anse au Clair)

Frances Marie Hoskins (Happy Valley-Goose Bay)

Rachael Hunt (Norris Point)

Ronald Hynes (St. John’s)

David Jarvis (Placentia)

Sr. Perpetua Kennedy (St. John’s)

Dermot King (Mount Pearl)

Donald Langdon (Pasadena)

Ellen Lawlor (St. John’s)

Shirley Lewis (St. John’s)

Hubert Leyte (Clarke’s Head)

Arsenia Lopez-Lang (Edmonton, AB)

Gerald Francis Lundrigan (Lord’s Cove)

Patricia Manning (Mount Pearl)

Rev. Clayton Menchions (St. John’s)

Gwendolyn Miles (Paradise) 

Theodora Mitchell (St. John’s)

Stella Jane Moores (Clarenville)

Marie Noble (Lewisporte)

Ruby Joyce Normore (Springdale)

Ernest Pike (St. John’s)

Mary Edith Porter (Conception Bay South)

James Prowse (St. John’s)

Sadie Reid (Green’s Harbour)

Conrad Samson (Reef’s Harbour)

Violet Seymour (Eastport)

Gwendolyn Skanes (Corner Brook)

Marie Skinner (Lourdes)

Br. Charles Slattery (St. John’s)

Phyllis Snow (Bay Roberts)

Emily Stoodley (Grand Falls-Windsor)

Florence Torraville (St. John’s)

Mary Wakeham (Placentia)

Archibald Walsh (Marystown)

Harold Wheeler (Summerford)

May They Rest In Peace



If undeliverable, please return to:
Retired Teachers’ Association of NL
3 Kenmount Road
St. John’s, NL  A1B 1W1

7279738

Merry
Christmas

Have a Wonderful Summer…




